
 

 

Guidelines - Call for Proposals – Freedom in Practice 
 
1. About Rising Tide Foundation 
Rising Tide Foundation’s mission is to promote freedom to improve quality of life everywhere. The foundation 
supports projects that enhance freedom and prosperity in society.  
 
Our Core Beliefs:  
We believe the market economy, in concert with limited government and rule of law, holds the greatest 
promise of freedom and prosperity for all. Markets enhance individual flourishing by coordinating diverse 
interests through voluntary and peaceful exchange. The greatest advancements in human history result from 
such interactions between individuals who are free to act, exchange, and create value for themselves and 
others, not from the use of force or top-down planning of the state.  
 
Poverty, in our opinion, cannot be “managed” by redistributing a perceived “finite” pie of wealth, nor by 
gaining control over limited resources. Instead, prosperity is when society respects the dignity of each person 
and his or her right to act as a moral agent. We seek to unleash this potential by supporting projects that open 
networks of productivity and exchange to the previously excluded. We believe that individuals in poverty must 
see themselves as active agents, not passive victims. They must seek and be given empowerment, not 
paternalistic protection as the key to prosperity. 
 
Personal freedom and the free market economy, as ideals, are continuously threatened by the power of big-
government and big-business, intervening to enhance “social justice”, “equity “, or “efficiency” in markets. But 
these efforts end up leading to the kind of crony capitalism that is so prevalent today – a system that claims to 
help everyone but benefits only the few at the expense of the many; it is a system that manages rather than 
solves poverty. 
 
Our philanthropic strategy is to support projects that articulate and promote these core beliefs, projects that 
eliminate the obstacles which impede creative individuals, projects that give a “hand-up,” rather than just a 
“hand-out”. 
 
To date we have funded more than 140 grants that have impacted people across the world in over 20 
countries. 
 
For more information visit: www.risingtide-foundation.org 
 

2. Call for Proposals: “Freedom in Practice” 
 
To further strengthen the impact of our funding, we are launching this call for proposals to identify the best 
projects around the globe that have the objective to promote freedom and prosperity. We are interested in 
projects which go beyond theory, that apply our core beliefs in the lives of real people. 
 
Theory of Change:  
We believe that Freedom is the most important explanatory factor driving and shaping human wellbeing 
around the world and see a substantial contribution through projects that show tangible impacts in the 
following impact areas:  
 

1. Private Sector Solutions 
Develop private sector solutions to societal problems. 

2. System Change 
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Offer solutions to the problems created by government and crony capitalist interventions. Projects that 
offer strategies for making such interventions unnecessary and unattractive going forward. 

3. Empowerment of Individuals 
Design and implement programs that enhance individuals’ capacities for self-determination, individual 
choice, and peaceful, voluntary cooperation in society. 

4. Teaching Freedom 
Discover methods to teach freedom in new ways to untapped audiences. 

3. Project Eligibility 
 
We are seeking projects of organizations that demonstrate a clear commitment to the core beliefs of the Rising 
Tide Foundation. 
 
We are seeking projects of organizations that demonstrate a clear commitment to the core beliefs of the Rising 
Tide Foundation.  Successful applicants will show how their project contributes to the promotion of greater 
freedom and prosperity through its influence on one or more of the above impact areas. Applicants should 
explain how the project activities will enhance the core value(s), their related theory of change, and explicitly 
identify the intended impacts of the project and how they will measure them. 
 
Projects can last up to a maximum of 5 years. Project activation is expected within 6 months after funding 
notification. 
 
The following types of projects are excluded from funding: projects run by individuals; projects run by 
organizations with a political or religious mission; infrastructure; humanitarian aid and conferences. 
 
RTF is open to receiving more than one LOI from the same organization. 
 

4. Funding 
Please consider the following for your application: 

• RTF provides funding for specific projects rather than unrestricted funding. 
• RTF does not fund significant overhead.  
• RTF appreciates projects that consider co-funding from like-minded partners. 

5. How to apply 
Applicants are requested to submit a short Letter of Intent (LOI) by 30th of April 2020 through this link 
on Proposal Central: https://proposalcentral.com/ProposalGI.asp?SectionID=7478&ProposalID=-1 
 
LOIs that are longer than the character restrictions given in the template will not be considered. On the 
basis of the LOI, the applicant may be invited to submit a full proposal. The decision on funding will be 
based on the full proposal, and taken by the Foundation’s Board in August or December 2020. 
 

6. Inquiries 
For any inquiries about Proposal Central please contact them directly:  
 
by phone (toll-free): 800 875 2562 (Toll-free U.S. and Canada) 
by or +1 703 964 5840 (Direct Dial International) 
by e-mail: pcsupport@altum.com 
 
For any questions regarding the Call for Proposals please send an email to: grants@risingtide-
foundation.org 

https://proposalcentral.com/ProposalGI.asp?SectionID=7478&ProposalID=-1
mailto:pcsupport@altum.com
mailto:grants@risingtide-foundation.org
mailto:grants@risingtide-foundation.org

	2. Call for Proposals: “Freedom in Practice”
	3. Project Eligibility
	4. Funding
	5. How to apply
	6. Inquiries

