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CHAIRMAN‘S MESSAGE

It has been a highly impactful and purpose-driven 
five years since Rising Tide Foundation and Rising 
Tide Foundation for Clinical Cancer Research were 
founded by Dr. Hermann Schulin in late 2010.

Since inception, our two Foundations have 
continued to make their mark on a global scale, 
pursuing a multitude of opportunities well beyond 
the Alps of Switzerland, where we first laid our 
roots. A thoroughly inspirational journey, in our 
short five years, we have formed many important  
partnerships with exceptional organizations and 
individuals across the world, eqully passionate 
about making a difference in their home countries 
and within their fields of expertise, for the single 
purpose of creating a better future, one that offers 
liberty and prosperity. 

On the occasion of our fifth anniversary, we 
are proud to share with you some of our many 
achievements. Whether it is supporting an 
integrative, sustainable program in rural China to 
lift families out of extreme poverty by providing 

them with training in basic health, nutrition, 
housing and income generating activities, so that 
they (and their children) can take on more respon-
sibility and become fully self-sufficient, or the 
establishment of a school in India in collaboration 
with Atlas Foundation, a world-class libertarian 
organization, to bring the ideals, philosophy and 
practical application of the economic theory to a 
population eager for more economic freedom and 
less economic enslavement, all of our funded 
activities share a common theme: to cultivate a 
rising tide of meaningful social change for the 
global community.

We are also honored to have worked 
alongside other accomplished organizations and 
start-ups, committed in the same mission to 
cultivate the next general of public intellectuals to 
achieve social progress and/or accelerate research 
to improve the lives of people living with cancer 
today. 



5

SHAWN STEPHENSON, BOARD CHAIRMAN

SHAWN STEPHENSON
BOARD CHAIRMAN

In particular, we are proud to have  
funded scholarship programs to support the 
brightest economics majors to complete  
their undergraduate studies at the Universidad  
Franciso Marroquín, a private secular  
university in Guatemala City dedicated to teaching 
the principles of free market economics. 

Another noteworthy mention is  
our partnership with the Weizmann Institute of 
Science, a leading world-class multidisciplinary 
research institute in Israel, for the establishment of 
a 5-year innovative, ground-breaking Translational 
Cancer Research Fund to advance personalized 
medicine with a strong focus on cancer research. 
This is the first grant structure of its kind at the 
distinguished Weizmann Institute, which has the 
honor of housing more Nobel Laureates (SP) than 
any other institution in the world.  

Throughout our progress over the years,  
we remain true to our founding mission. We are 
not here to change the world; rather, we want to 
empower those affected on the ground to 
recognize and accept responsibility for solving 

their own problems. Our work is to maximize 
individual potential, build resilience and create 
opportunities, so that we can avoid creating a new 
sense of dependency and eliminate any needs for 
charity or welfare. This is the only way to create 
improvement and attain sustainable systemic 
change, so that we can build a better future, one of 
greater freedom, opportunity and well-being.

Taking the opportunity here, I would like to 
express my profound thanks for your interest  
and support of our Foundations’ work in the past 
years. The progress chronicled in this report 
belongs to all of us. 

As we set even more ambitious goals for our 
Foundations in the coming years, we look forward 
to working with you and continuing in our mission 
to unlock human potential, and transform lives and 
communities from what they are today to what 
they can be tomorrow. 
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DIRECTOR‘S MESSAGE

Having just five years under our belt, there are 
many reasons to celebrate. For one, we can be 
proud of the successes of our funding programs. 
Overall, we have approved funding for 58 projects 
in total between our two foundations, 19 within 
Rising Tide Foundation for Clinical Cancer  
Research and 39 within Rising Tide Foundation. 
Thirty-three of these funded grants are  
currently still in progress. 

To-date, we have activated 12 clinical  
trials, which will directly benefit 2372 patients, 
enabled 117,000 individuals to gain exposure to 
libertarian principles, as with supported over  
542 individuals through our educational funding 
program. 

While this is impressive, we have set out  
even bolder ambitions to attack issues and root 
causes rather than alleviating intermittent, 
temporary problems to create a future of greater 
freedom, opportunity and well-being.

 Rather than supporting projects rendering 
limited, incidental results, we want to have a 
meaningful impact worldwide on critical social 
issues. With our funding programs, we will support 
and accelerate projects (i) with the highest 
probability to create transformative results for 
cancer patients, (ii) educate and/or directly apply 
libertarian principles for a progressive society  
and (iii) cultivate the next generation of public intel-
lectuals to inform and achieve social progress.
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Although we conscientiously listen, learn  
and always consider new ways to leave the 
greatest possible footprint, we cannot do it alone. 
We actively seek out collaborations and build  
a network of other like-minded, carefully selected 
foundations, visionaries, thought leaders and 
scientists, who join us in taking risks, pushing for 
new solutions, and harnessing the transformative 
power of science and technology. 

While governments decrease their funding, 
we will step up and take action. As critical  
needs outpace available resources, together, we 
will create a joint force with our network 
partners, share know-how and resources and 
employ innovative funding models to maximize 
sustainable social impact, 

As the world is constantly evolving, the 
outlook of philanthropic funding has to adapt too. 
We will remain vigilant and make calculated 
decision to achieve positive change on the 
individual and societal level. There are many social 
challenges, but also many creative solutions to 
solve these challenges with our Foundations. We 
are pleased to share our first report with you 
outlining some of the successes and look forward 
to partnering with you for the future. 
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– * –

To advance and pioneer innovative  
ways to creative positive change in health 
care, and maximize opportunities  
for a progressive society that offers liberty 
and prosperity to all.

We want to advance studies that 
deliver results for cancer patients, 
and empower individuals to develop 
their skills to make a difference  
for themselves and the greater 
global community.

Our international, impact-
driven philanthropic grant making 
programs are focused on three main 
areas: cancer research, libertarian, 
and social/educational funding 
programs. 

Rather than supporting projects 
that render limited, incidental 
results, we have set bold ambitions 
to make meaningful impacts on 

critical social issues that are aligned 
with our funding programs.

In our steadfast commitment to 
empower people to organize the 
needed resources themselves, we 
will never endorse nor deliver social 
handouts to individuals. We are 
ardently focused on the devel-
opment of individual skills, so that 
the global population accepts 
responsibility for solving their own 
problems.

R T F :  O U R  M I S S I O N
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 15% 
SOCIAL/EDUCATION  

PROJECTS FUNDED

 59% 
LIBERTARIAN 

PROJECTS FUNDED

 26% 
CANCER RESEARCH 

PROJECTS FUNDED

RTF GRANTS SUMMARY OVERVIEW 
2011 – 2015

2 0 1 1  D E C
We funded our 
first cancer grant. 
(Krebsliga Schaffhausen 
Mammography  
Screening Project)

2 0 1 3  M A Y
Our inaugural educational 
grant was approved. 
(Universidad Francisco 
Marroquín, Scholarships for 
Economics Majors)

We established the 
Translational Cancer 
Research Fund with 
Weizmann Institute 
of Science in Israel to 
advance personalized 
medicine with a  
strong focus on cancer 
research.

2 0 1 3  S E P

2 0 1 5  J U L
To-date, we have 
approved funding for a 
total of 39 projects across 
our three focus areas  of 
cancer research, social/
education and libertarian 
programs. 

2 0 1 0  N O V
Rising Tide Foundation  
was established in 
Switzerland with the aim 
to advance innovative 
ways to create positive 
change in healthcare, and 
empower individuals  
to achieve self-sufficiency 
for a progressive society. 

We funded our  
first Libertarian grant.   
(Atlas Network,  
Think Tank Shark Tank  
Program)

2 0 1 1  M A R

M A J O R  M I L E L S T O N E S

N U M B E R  O F  F U N D E D  P R O J E C T S  
B Y  P E R C E N T A G E

– * –



RTF GRANTS SUMMARY 2011 – 2015

Switzerland

1

24
United States

3
United Kingdom

2

2 211

6 1

1

Israel

Dominican Republic

2

7

1

1

Guatemala

China

39
FUNDED PROJECTS  

2011 – 2015* 
*MAY

F U N D E D  P R O J E C T S  B Y  C O U N T R Y
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CANCER RESEARCH FUNDING PROGRAM

Our approach to funding emphasizes 
a collaborative partnership, innova-
tiveness and a willingness to improve 
and achieve the best results. 

As we are focused on 
supporting and accelerating projects 
with the highest probability to create 
transformative results for cancer 
patients, we accept letter of intents 
from highly dedicated principal 
investigators all year round. We 

believe that potential breakthrough 
ideas can occur every day and  
should not be shelved until the next, 
annual funding cycle opens. 

In addition, we regularly solicit 
targeted call for research proposals, 
a program aimed at promoting 
cancer-related research on 
important yet understudied areas  
or research questions that have 
proven difficult to address. Examples 
could include the development of 
approaches for metastatic disease, 
targeted or personalized therapies, 
drug resistance, repurposing of 
already approved drugs, etc. 

We also collaborate regularly 
with a global network of like-minded 
mission partners, consisting of 
organizations from academia, 
non-profits and patient advocates, to 
accelerate meaningful cancer 
research worldwide. 

CANCER RESEARCH 
PROGRAM
We provide funding for research that can provide imminent 
benefits to patients. Primary consideration in granting 
support is given to truly innovative, unique, patient-centered 
research that has the potential to positively impact the  
lives of cancer patients at the earliest opportunity. 

As time is not a luxury afforded to cancer patients, we 
demand that research projects approved for funding  
are activated within 6 months of funding upon official award 
notification and that they exert a patient impact within 3 
years or less. Funding can be provided to any relevant 
institution in any country where meaningful grant oversight 
is possible.

O U R  F O C U S
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CANCER RESEARCH FUNDING PROGRAM

Switzerland

2014 & 2011 Krebsliga Schaffhausen
2013, University of Basel
2012, Swiss Cancer League
2012, Krebsliga Schweiz
2012, Kantonsspital Aarau

Israel

2012, Weizmann Institute  
of Science

FUNDED PROJECTS
2011 – 2015

1 1United States

2012, Georgia Institute 
of Technology

2

6

United Kingdom

2014, Womb Transplant UK
2013, Cancer Research UK

10
FUNDED CANCER 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 
2011 – 2015* 

*MAY



16

CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: PROF. ATAN GROSS

PROF. ATAN GROSS: “CAN  
IMPROVEMENT OF MITOCHONDRIAL  
FUNCTION ALTER THE COURSE  
OF MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME?”
Rising Tide Foundation 
(RTF) joined forces  
with Weizmann Institute  
of Science (Weizmann),  
a top-ranking multi- 
disciplinary research 
institute to establish the 
Rising Tide Translational 
Cancer Research Fund 
in 2013. Our aim is to 
advance personalized 
medicine and transfer the 
most promising research 
from Weizmann’s 
laboratory to cancer 
patients’ bedside.

Our 5-year grant 
program consists of two 
main funding streams. 
The first stream supports 
competitive clinical 
collaborations focused on 
cancer research that are 

near or ready for clinical 
application, and the 
second provides startup 
funding for young cancer 
scientists. 

A grant recipient of 
the Clinical Collaborations 
stream from our 
Translational Cancer 
Research Fund for his 
project “Can improvement 
of mitochondrial 
function alter the course 
of Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome?”, we invite Prof. 
Atan Gross, who heads up 
his own laboratories at 
Weizmann investigating 
the involvement of the 
mitochondria in apoptosis 
or cell death, to share 
insights, learnings and 
achievements from the 
funded program.

RTF: How did you learn about our  
Foundation, and what inspired your team  
to partner with us?
Prof Gross: We acquired knowledge about your 
Foundation from the Weizmann Institute website. 
We applied for a grant as we strongly feel that our 
new project, focused on altering the course of 
myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) – a preleukemic 
state – with food supplements for improved 
patient treatments, fits well with your mission and 
the objectives of the Research Fund.

RTF: Can you describe your funded project?
Prof Gross: Research has shown that regulation of 
the metabolism of mitochondria, the energy- 
producing element in our cells, plays an important 
role in the normal formation of blood cells and 
hematological malignancies. There are many 
studies which show mitochondrial abnormalities 

on the structural and Gene expression level,  
but none has looked at mitochondrial respiration 
on the functional level. 

Based off the promising results of a small 
trial, in which treatments with such food supple-
ments led to significant clinical improvement, we 
are investigating serum samples from healthy 
donors and patients before and after treatment to 
measure mitochondrial function and understand 
the pathway’s activation/deactivation following 
treatment with nutritional supplements.

We have teamed up with Dr. Michal Haran,  
a clinical trialist and others from the Hematology 
Institute at Kaplan Medical Center to assess the 
effect of nutritional supplements on mitochondria 
function in cells obtained from patients with MDS. 
Our goal is to determine the involvement of the 
ATM-BID-MTCH2 pathway in the pathogenicity of 
this disease. 

Other principal investigators of the clinical 
trials include Dr. Kalman Filanovsky, the principal 
investigator of the clinical part of the trial, Dr. Lev 
Shvidel, the head of the hematology institute at the 
Kaplan Medical center, Prof. Alain Berrebi, head  
of the hematology institute research lab, and also 
Prof. Haim Aviv, an expert in the field of food 
supplements and a former Professor at Weizmann 
Institute. 

RTF: What will you consider to be the top  
three achievements and/or greatest impact 
from the funded program?
Prof. Gross: MDS is a disease affecting the bone 
marrow. Most of the studies in this illness are  
done on cells obtained from the bone marrow. 
This requires a rather painful procedure with some 
risks. We therefore hoped that the abnormalities 
will be reflected in peripheral blood mature cells. 

“ Your funding support for collaborating 
clinicians recognizes the importance  
and shows appreciation for the work we 
do. ” –– Prof. Gross

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: PROF. ATAN GROSS

We are the first to show that there is significant 
impairment of cellular respiration in peripheral 
blood cells obtained from MDS patients. So far,  
we have seen significant improvement in cellular 
respiration in one patient who responded to 
treatment (Ultra coenzyme Q10, L-carnitine and 
vitamin mineral complex capsules – a combination 
of nutritional supplements to improve mitochon-
drial function/respiration). Those are promising 
results.

Being able to assess cellular respiration of 
blood cells using a non-invasive procedure and  
the unique Seahorse Instrument stationed in the 
our lab (to measure respiration of the blood cells)  
will potentially aid in the early diagnosis of the 
disease and become a good tool for monitoring 
response to dietary changes as well as other 
therapeutic interventions. 

RTF: What had been the biggest learnings/ 
opportunities as a result of the funding  
support from our Foundation?
Prof. Gross: At Weizmann, we are a public 
Research Institute primarily focused on basic 
research. Scientists hardly interact with clinicians 
or medical doctors as most of us spend our time  
in the laboratory. As such, Weizmann lacks a 
clinical outlet, which means that patient needs can 
easily fall through the cracks. The funding support 
from the Foundation not only enabled us to 
conduct clinically meaningful research but also 
helped foster synergy between scientists and 
physicians, providing us the excellent opportunity 
to inspire and learn from each other. Without  
this [support], our thoughts, plans and ideas would 
not materialize. 

RTF: What best practices and/or advice  
can you share with potential grant applicants 
for funding programs of similar nature?
Prof. Gross: Collaboration is first and foremost, an 
interaction among people. While we all have our 
specific interests and goals, skills and limitations, a 
good collaboration requires the amalgamation of 
individual skills and mutual understanding of 
limitations to achieve a mutual goal. Collaborations 
between physicians and scientists are not 
common, at least not in Israel. These two groups 
have different ways of thinking, which can either 
induce conflict or be harbored for mutual inspi-
ration. One of the reasons for the success of our 
project is because of our mutual desire to change 
the outlook on myelodysplastic syndrome.  
We are proud to have created a friendly, open and 
respectful interaction among our laboratories  
and the physicians at the hospitals. 

“ The two meeting we had with Mrs. 
Eveline Mumenthaler, Director of the 
Foundation, during her visits at the 
Weizmann Institute were very inspiring 
and encouraging. We are heartened  
that the Foundation is seriously 
following our progress and are providing 
valuable guidance, so that we remain 
focused on patient impact. ”  
–– Prof. Gross

DR. M. 
HARAN

DR. K. 
FILANOVSKY

VITA MIRKIN DR. Y. 
ZALTSMAN

ABOUT PROF.  
ATAN GROSS
Prof. Atan Gross 
received his PhD from 
the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. He 
conducted postdoctoral 
research at Washington 
University in St Louis 
and at the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute at 
Harvard Medical School. 
He joined the 
Weizmann Institute  
as a Senior Scientist in 
the Department of 
Biological Regulation  
in 2000 and was 
promoted to Associate 
Professor in 2007.  

His scientific interest 
focuses on elucidating 
the mechanisms that 
balance between cell 
life and death with a 
special emphasis on the 
BCL-2 family members, 
mitochondria, and the 
DNA damage response.

PROF.  
ATAN GROSS

“ Going forward, we would definitely 
want to foster an even more intimate 
interaction with hospitals to ensure  
that our research benefits patients and 
saves lives. ”  –– Prof. Gross
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DR. RAVID STRAUSSMAN: 
PROFILING OF BACTERIA TO MEDIATE  
DRUG RESISTANCE IN ADVANCED  
CANCER PATIENTS

CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: DR. RAVID STRAUSSMAN

DR. RAVID 
STRAUSSMANR esistance to cancer drugs remains the 

“final common denominator”, which 
hinders most patients with advanced 
cancers to survive their disease. In 

previous studies conducted on tumor microenvi-
ronment, Dr. Ravid Straussman, Senior Scientist, 
Department of Molecular Cell Biology at the 
Weizmann Institute of Science (Weizmann) in 
Israel was surprised to find that bacteria are often 
present in human tumors. While scientists have 
observed these bacteria in tumors more than 100 
years ago, very little is known about their role in 
the development of tumors and the impact they 
might have on the response to chemotherapy. 

After meeting with our Foundations Director, 
Eveline Mumenthaler during her visit to the 
Weizmann Institute in 2014, Dr. Straussman was 
deeply impressed with our mission to accelerate 
progress to improve the lives of people living with 
cancer today. As he felt that his work and 
long-term inspirations are perfectly aligned with 
ours, he applied for the Rising Tide Translational 
Cancer Research Fund and was awarded a grant. 

Dr. Straussman’s lab is focused on the study 
of chemo resistance, the common emergence of 
resistance to anti-cancer therapy in advanced 
cancer patients. As human tumors comprise not 
only cancer cells but also include many other cell 
types as well as non-cellular components, Dr. 
Straussman attacks this problem by analyzing the 
role of this tumor microenvironment on the 
sensitivity of cancer cells to chemotherapy. He 
intends to characterize the bacteria that are 
present in tumors in an unprecedented way and 
determine their potential role in mediating drug 
resistance. 
 With our Foundation’s fund support, Dr. 
Straussman was able to establish his laboratory, 
which is currently functioning at full speed with ten 
team members. Dr. Straussmann has also inaugu-
rated two novel operating methods: bacterial DNA 
extraction from tissue samples, and bacterial 16S 
multiplexed deep sequencing used for identifying 

the various bacteria residing in tumors. To-date, 
Dr. Straussman and team were able to profile the 
bacteria that are present in hundreds of human 
tumors and obtain a first glimpse on their effects 
on drug efficacy. 

While the project is still relatively ‘young’,  
Dr. Straussman’s work has attracted attention from 
scientists, nonprofits and hopeful patients across 
the globe. Invited to speak at varied conferences. 
Dr.Straussman has also established many new 
collaborative initiatives in addition to existing ones, 

such as Sheba Medical Center, Mass General 
Hospital in Boston and MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Texas. 

Though the study of tumor bacteria is still in 
its infancy stage, Dr. Straussman’s vision is that 
with a better understanding of the tumor-bacteria 
interactions, researchers can exploit this in 
multiple ways for the benefit of cancer patients. 
Deeply appreciative of our Foundation’s support 
and trust in his research, Dr. Straussman said, “We 
are most proud to have you as our partner for 
making a true impact on the lives of cancer 
patients. ” 

“ As the project we are pursuing can 
greatly enrich our knowledge about the 
basic biology of cancer, our new findings 
have a very clear translational potential. 
Our recent pre-clinical studies were  
able to demonstrate that manipulation 
of the type and number of bacteria in 
tumors can have a real impact on 
survival.” –– Dr. Straussman

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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SOCIAL/ EDUCATION FUNDING PROGRAM

SOCIAL / EDUCATION 
FUNDING PROGRAM
Our Social/Education Funding Program is committed  
to supporting and cultivating the next generation of public 
intellectuals to inform and achieve social progress.  
We want to empower disadvantaged individuals to improve 
their situation to achieve sustained social and economic 
independence and live a life of dignity. 

We do this by strengthening the educational systems to 
ensure that these individuals can receive the education that 
can support them to engage in meaningful work and 
contribute as citizens in diverse societies. At the same time, 
we work with like-minded organizations to necessitate  
new thinking and evidence, promote effective and scalable 
practices and build the capacity for reform.

We fund specific time-limited 
projects that support individuals to 
better their lives for social and 
economic independence. We provide 
opportunities to those marginalized, 
so that they can instigate change to 
succeed and prosper, eliminating any 
need for charity and welfare. In turn, 
these individuals will serve as role 
models to inspire and broaden their 
impact on families, friends and 

peers, generating a ripple effect for 
the society at large. 

Preference is given to projects 
with the highest probability for 
sustainable, transformative results 
on the individual level and for  
society. 

As potential breakthrough 
projects and ideas can occur every 
day and should not be shelved until 
the next annual funding cycle  
occurs, we accept letters of intent 
from highly qualified and dedicated 
institutions all year round. In 
addition, we actively seek out 
partnerships with like-minded 
organization to tackle and accelerate 
large, critical topics together. 

O U R  F O C U S



SOCIAL/ EDUCATION FUNDING PROGRAM

Switzerland

2015, ChagALL

1

1

2

2

FUNDED PROJECTS
2011 – 2015

United States

2013, Faster Cures Conference
2012, Western Wall Heritage 
Foundation

Guatemala

2013 & 2014,  
Universidad Francisco 
Marroquín

China

2015, FXB International

21

6
FUNDED  

SOCIAL/EDUCATION  
PROJECTS 

2011 – 2015* 
*MAY
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A ccording to statistics released by the 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office, first and 
second generation immigrants now 
make up more than a third of Switzer-

land’s inhabitants over the age of 15. With these 
numbers on the rise, at least a quarter (25%) of 
children in the Swiss school system is non-Swiss. 
Among them, talented non-German speaking 
first-generation immigrant children are neglected 
and are not nurtured for higher education.  

Besides an inequitable, knock-on effect on 
social integration and economy, this also impacts 
Swiss students whose grades might be affected as 
teachers try to balance and cope with students 
who are on different learning levels. 

From research conducted on the integration 
of immigrant children into the Swiss school 
system, findings consistently show that a lack of 
fluency in the language used in the country of 
migration often predisposes the lacking success of 
immigrant pupils in school. In spite of many steps 

taken in the traditional classroom setting, 
additional efforts are required to help these 
socially disadvantaged students to sense  
and appreciate not only the demands but also the 
attractiveness of pursuing a secondary school 
education.

Individualized mentorship 
Since 2008, ChagALL has been providing a 
customized after-school training and mentoring 
program for promising teens from low-income 
immigrant families in Zürich. The aim is to help 
these students successfully complete high school, 
so that they have a better chance to access higher 
education and succeed in life. 

In a second phase, the program continues to 
support and follow up on students who have 
passed the qualifying exam for higher education 
over the first six month to help them overcome 
other learning difficulties and motivational 
problems. 

SOCIAL/ EDUCATION GRANT RECIPIENT: CHAGALL

EDUCATION SUPPORT
FOR GIFTED IMMIGRANT CHILDREN 
IN SWITZERLAND

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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ChagALL undertakes a stringent application 
process, which includes scholastic and personal 
circumstances, motivation essay, intelligence test, 
references from teachers and personal interview, 
for identifying those gifted children to commit to 
and undertake an intense, individualized training in 
German, French and mathematics, including 
English for vocational grammar school candidates. 
This is further supplemented by elements of 
personal development, such as in the areas  
of self-confidence, learning technique and social 
skills. 

Out of 40 applications received, only 12-14 
students can be admitted into the program on  
an annual basis. And since their inception, 66 out 
of 92 students (72%) in the ChagALL program have 
passed the entry exam successfully and further 
aided their families to better integrate into the 
Swiss community. The program has also gained a 
high reputation through scientific evaluation 
performed by the Educational Department at the 
University of Zurich.  

A natural fit
The ChagALL project was brought to our attention 
by Evelyn S. Braun, a member of our Advisory 
Board and Chairwoman of the Social/Education 
Funding Program.  It quickly became apparent that 
ChagALL’s work is very much aligned with the core 
values of our Social/Educational Funding Program 

to cultivate the next generation of public 
intellectuals to achieve social progress. 

Looking ahead
Recounting his interaction with our Foundation, 
Prof. Dr. Jürg Schoch, Head of ChagALL said, “The 
Rising Tide Foundation was “surprising tide” for us. 
The team was quick, professional, straightforward 

and very down to earth. With the funding support 
from the Foundation, we were able to admit a 
second cohort of 12 bright, young immigrant 
students this year.”

For the next phase, Dr. Schoch is planning to 
introduce the ChagALL program in other cantons 
and schools in Switzerland, so that they can 
continue to help disadvantaged but highly talented, 
young first-generation immigrant children find their 
place in society. 

At the Foundation, we are proud to support 
this privately operated concept for enhancing 
equal opportunities in higher education and 
empowering young individuals to maximize their 
potential in life. 

SOCIAL/ EDUCATION GRANT RECIPIENT: CHAGALL

“ Since May 2015, our Foundation is 
supporting a second group of 12 
motivated immigrant students, whereas 
before, only one group could be 
admitted. We are proud to help and 
empower these young individuals to 
maximize their potential in life! “ 
–– Eveline Mumenthaler, Director of Rising Tide Foundation

“ I am very thankful for the Foundation’s 
trust in good ideas and support  
to advance the program. ” –– Dr. Schoch 

DR. JÜRG SCHOCH 
WITH A CHAGALL 
STUDENT
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LIBERTARIAN FUNDING PROGRAM

LIBERTARIAN FUNDING 
PROGRAM
We want to help and empower individuals to maximize  
their potential in life. We believe that individual liberty is the  
organizing principle of society. Our Liberatian Funding 
Program is focused on leadership development, capacity 
building and training across a range of issue areas to 
promote sustained livelihoods and marketable skills for a 
responsible and progressive society. 

We support organizations to educate and promote  
libertarianism, so that individuals can benefit from its core  
principles to take charge of their lives and transform for  
the better. We also fund projects that directly apply 
libertarian principles, which may include advancement  
of entrepreneurship, innovation or projects aligned  
with our libertarian core values. 

We support time-limited projects 
that educate and/or directly apply 
libertarian principles to create  
a future of greater freedom, oppor-
tunity and well-being. While many 
individuals are eager to progress 
economically and socially, they are 
hindered not due to a lack of talent 

but rather to a lack of resources or 
opportunities presented. To ensure 
sustainability in economic growth, it 
is important to ensure that those 
willing and ready to take on respon-
sibility are given the tools to solve 
their own problems and become a 
contributing member to society.

 Accepting letters of intent all 
year round, we also actively partner 
with academic institutes and 
like-minded organizations to tackle 
critical issues together. 

O U R  F O C U S
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LIBERTARIAN FUNDING PROGRAM

21
United States

2011 – 2014, Atlas Foundation
2011 & 2013, FreedomWorks 
Foundation
2013, Philanthropy Roundtable
2013, Reason Foundation
2013 & 2015, European Students  
for Liberty
2014, The Independent  
Institute

1
United Kingdom

2014, Centre for Policy Studies

Dominican Republic

2013, CREES Freedom  
Universities

1

FUNDED PROJECTS
2011 – 2015

23
FUNDED LIBERTARIAN  

PROJECTS 
2011 – 2015* 

*MAY
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LIBERTARIAN GRANT RECIPIENT: EUROPEAN STUDENTS FOR LIBERTY

CULTIVATING A LIBERAL  
GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY IN  
EUROPE

R ising Tide Foundation (RTF) has been 
instrumental in creating a grassroots 
outreach program of liberty-minded 
students across Europe. In 2013, we 

provided funding support to the European 
Students for Liberty (ESFL), which was founded in 
2008 and forms a part of the U.S.-based Students 
for Liberty group. Having first learnt about our 
Foundation through the Free Market Roadshow 
where they were also an outreach partner, ESFL 
was eager to collaborate with us after being 
inspired by our empowerment philosophy to 
develop a better future of greater freedom, 
opportunity and well-being.

Our first grant support was awarded to ESFL 
for the expansion of the 2014-2015 ESFL Local 
Coordinator Program and the ESFL Regional 
Conferences in Europe, which aimed to incubate a 
new civil society and foster projects that will lead to 
more prosperity and economic education among 
the young generation in Europe. 

A summer-long training program for 137 
selected European students eager to create a 
more liberal society, the ESFL Local Coordinator 
Program trained the students in the philosophy of 
liberty, management and leadership skills, and 

prepped them to start and support new and 
existing pro-liberty student groups in their country. 
The ESFL Regional Conferences in Europe 
comprised 16 one-day events, conferences and 
seminars designed to introduce and provide a 
forum for students to become effective liberty 
leaders. 

With our funding support, ESFL was able to 
scale up the Local Coordinator and Regional 
Conference programs by nearly 100% each. This 
significantly helped ESFL to reach out to more 
students who are interested in free-market ideas 
and entrepreneurship. The realized growth also 
enabled ESFL to showcase their work to more 
potential donors and partners.  

“ We recognize and value the fact  
that everyone at RTF is committed  
to understanding the scope and current 
status of our projects, and are  
always ready to provide advice if and 
when there are opportunities  
for improvements. ” –– Frederick Cyrus Roeder

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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To measure the success of the funded 
program, ESFL uses quantitative KPIs such as  
the number of conference attendees, trained Local 
Coordinators, events organized by the Coordi-
nators during the school year, new students 
joining the ESFL network, new free-market student 
groups founded in the school year, and money 
spent per conference attendee or Coordinator, 
etc. Additionally, they also adopt qualitative 
indicators to measure the quality of projects 
incubated by their leaders and the quality of media 
hits received.

To succeed
As a tip for potential grant applicants, Mr. Roeder 
shared that one should always think the entire 

project through and assess its actual feasibility 
before submitting a project proposal. As RTF is 
very focused on funding high quality projects with 
the greatest potential for near-term social impact, 
he suggested for potential applicants to submit 
project proposals from projects they would like to 
grow and not projects that still have to be proven 
with an actual rollout. 

Working in close partnership with ESFL,  
our Foundation is looking forward to realizing even 
more success from the funded programs and 
further empowering a growing community of 
students to become leaders and agents of change 
for a freer and more prosperous society. 

LIBERTARIAN GRANT RECIPIENT: EUROPEAN STUDENTS FOR LIBERTY

 As result, ESFL was able to make significant 
inroads in building the student movement for 
liberty in Europe, which saw the formation of many 
libertarian student groups and incubation of 
important projects. 
 
Significant achievements
This included the French Startup Initiative, a 
three-day event, aimed at entrepreneurial French 
students interested in improving their business 
skills or creating value in their country through 
starting startups or creative new technologies. 
They also hosted the Entrepreneurship 
symposium for hundreds of students in crisis-
ridden Greece, and an Economic Reform Summit 
in Ukraine with over 300 students and young 
professionals attending.

 Other notable achievements of the funded 
program included the European Students for 
Liberty Conference, which brought together more 
than 550 students from 38 countries, the Peace 
Love Liberty Magazine, a student publication 
aimed at young libertarians to present their work 
and learn from each other, and the establishment 
of the European Women for Liberty group,  

which provides support and conducts fellowship 
programs and incubator projects for women in  
the liberty movement.

 Due to these outstanding successes, RTF 
decided to support the 2015-2016 programs for a 
second year. 

Frederik Cyrus Roeder, Co-Founder of 
European Students for Liberty, said, “The Regional 
Conferences are essential for bringing together 
local groups and students who may not be able to 
travel to the bigger conferences. It is a very 
low-cost investment for many of them and further 
allows us the opportunity to collect a good amount 
of data on what kind of students are attending 
events, so that we can better identify local leaders. 

“The Local Coordinator Program follows up 
on the Regional Conference Program and provides 
mentorship and training for hundreds of 
passionate young people who are applying  
the ideas of liberty and free markets in their local 
context, both in language and culture, across 
Europe,,“ he added.

“ Our partners at Rising Tide Foundation 
has really helped us to understand the 
importance of making our programs 
more sustainable by obtaining multiple 
funding sources to diversify risk. ” 
–– Frederick Cyrus Roeder

FREDERIK CYRUS ROEDER,
CO-FOUNDER OF   

EUROPEAN STUDENTS  
FOR LIBERTY

“ The success of ESFL’s grant applications 
stemmed from the fact that we pitched 
two projects that we have already  
ran for two years and therefore, were 
confident that we were able to execute 
these projects and determine the  
actual resources we need.” 
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PRIORITIZING PATIENT-CENTERED  
CANCER RESEARCH WITH WEIZMANN

O ne of the foremost centers of multi-
disciplinary research in the world, 
Weizmann Institute of Science 
(Weizmann) in Israel is recognized for 

its wide-ranging exploration of the natural and 
exact sciences. Comprising 50 multidisciplinary 
research institutes and centers, Weizmann is a 
nurturing ground for young researchers, and 
serves as a meeting place for scientists from 
different disciplines to collaborate and pursue 
groundbreaking research, including cancer and 
personalized medicine.  

The first interaction between Rising Tide 
Foundation (RTF) and Weizmann Institute was not 
an immediate match. Weizmann is a research 
instute focused on basic science. Our Foundation, 

on the other hand, places emphasis on transla-
tional and clinical research with the highest 
potential for near-term patient impact.  

A subsesquent meeting with our Foundation 
Chariman, Shawn Stephenson and the President of 
Weizmann, Prof. Daniel Zajfman, two great minds 
in their own end, rought about a creative, strategic 
collaboration to bridge the pioneering research at 
Weizmann to impact patients at the earliest 
opportunity. 

To support our common vision to advance 
pilot-scale translational and clinical research  
in personalized medicine and cancer to create 
transformative results for patients, we established 
a five-year grant program, the Rising Tide Transla-
tional Cancer Research Fund. This program 
consists of two main funding streams: 1) to 
support competitive clinical collaborations focused 
on cancer research that are near or ready for 
clinical application and 2) to provide startup 
funding for young cancer scientists. 

Under funding stream one, Weizmann 
scientist are invited to apply for a competitive 
clinical collaboration grant on an annual basis. In 
2014, 13 applications were received with 4 projects 
funded. In 2015, 22 applications were received 
and 6 projects were selected via a joint review 
panel consisting of clinical, scientific experts from 
RTF and Weizmann. Under funding stream two, 
one bright young cancer investigator is provided 
with startup funding per annum.

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE: WEIZMANN INSTITUTE

While basic science could typically take 
years, sometimes even decades before 
they are ready for clinical application, 
what intrigued us most about Weizmann 
is their very unique approach to research, 
where scientist are granted ultimate 
freedom to research as they see fit. We 
are also impressed with their outstanding 
scientific talent, which combined with the 
liberty to research, give rise to many 
intriguing, potentially game-changing, 
scientific innovations.

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE STORY
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Since the inception of the Research Fund,  
we have left our footprint and supported some of 
the brightest minds at Weizmann. 

Prof. Israel Bar-Joseph, Vice President at the 
Weizmann Institute of Science said, “The Research 
Fund has really kick-start the career of Dr. Ravid 
Straussman, who was the winner of the 2014 
young investigator award for his research work  
on the role of the tumor microenvironment on the 
sensitivity of cancer cells to chemotherapy. This 
area of research he is leading and especially his 
discovery that cancer tumors are hijacking every 
major function in the body is mind blowing. He 
truly has become a leader in his field.

“ The collaboration with Rising Tide 
Foundation had a major impact on 
Weizmann. Rising Tide Foundation is 
empowering our scientists and giving them 
the opportunity to collaborate with  
relevant hospitals, clinicians and patients 
from across the globe. The demand and 
results are amazing! Together, we were able  
to integrate and align clinical and human 
relevance with research at Weizmann.” 
–– Prof. Bar-Joseph

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE: WEIZMANN INSTITUTE

About Weizmann Institute  
of Science:
Ranked 10th in an international 
research ranking, the 
Weizmann Institute of Science 
is the only one of the top ten 
research institutes that is 
outside the United States. 
Located in Israel, the Weizmann 
Institute sets the stage for 
multidisciplinary collaborations 
and the emergence of new 
research fields, including brain 
research, cancer research, 
nanotechnology, renewable 
energy sources, experimental 
physics, biological physics, 
environmental studies, and the 
study of autoimmune diseases, 
plant sciences, photosynthesis, 
genetics among others. It is  
also the first academic institute 
to introduce cancer research  
in Israel.

PROF. ISRAEL  
BAR-JOSEPH

”Additionally, our Research Fund has 
uncovered the next rising star, Dr. Ziv Schulman, 
winner of the 2015 young investigator award.  
A former Weizmann student, Dr. Schulman will join 
the Department of Immunology at Weizmann in 
August 2015. His research aims to elucidate the 
cellular and molecular components that underline 
successful vaccinations and immune responses 
and find new ways to improve the body’s 
protective immunity. If successful, this could pave 
the way for new vaccines and immunotherapy for 
cancer and other diseases.

Entering into our third year of collaboration, 
both RTF and Weizmann have learned and allowed 
ourselves to fail forward, which was a vital, contrib-
uting cause to our successful partnership.  While 
we concede that not every project will win a Nobel 
Prize, our consensus was that every research must 
be of the highest-quality and perform well to 
impact patients. 

Working as equal partners, our Foundation is 
proud to promote patient-relevant cancer 
research as a top priority at Weizmann, occupying 
both our organizations’ energy, thoughts and 
planning for the years to come.
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RTF ACTIVE GRANTS

C A N C E R  R E S E A R C H L I B E R T A R I A N S O C I A L / E D U C A T I O N

– * –

 CHAGALL
Education Support for Gifted Immigrant 
Children in Switzerland

UNIVERSIDAD FRANCISCO MARROQUIN
Scholarships for Economics Major  
2014 & 2015

 FXB INTERNATIONAL 
FXB Village Program in  
Bu Tuo Country in China

EUROPEAN STUDENTS FOR LIBERTY
2015 Local Coordinators Program & 
Regional Conferences in Europe

ATLAS FOUNDATION
Think Tank Shark Tank 2014 & 2015
Think Tank MBA 2015
Strengthening the Free Market Movement 
in Asia
 
CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES
CapX – Free Market Digital News

FREEDOMWORKS FOUNDATION
FreedomConnector International Year 2

UNIVERSITY OF BASEL 
Carboplatin chemotherapy and node 
radiotherapy in testicular cancer

 CANCER RESEARCH UK 
Treatment of pediatric neuroblastoma

CANTONAL HOSPITAL AARAU 
REMoDL-B: A Randomized Evaluation of 
Molecular Guided Therapy for Diffuse 
Large B-cell Lymphoma with Bortezomib

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Development of a computational  
genomics program for the optimization  
of cancer patient therapies

WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
Rising Tide Translational Cancer  
Research Fund
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– * –

Rising Tide Foundation for Clinical 
Cancer Research (RTFCCR) is a 
charitable nonprofit organization 
established in 2010 to accelerate and 
advance translational cancer 
research and pioneering clinical trials 
via results-oriented grant funding.

Our aim is to exert an indelible 
influence and empower the brightest 
and most dedicated scientific minds 
to explore groundbreaking and 
pioneering options to help cancer 
patients improve their quality of life 
and win the fight against cancer.
 

With cancer occurrences on the 
rise, patients are in dire need of 
therapeutic options that are more 
effective and less toxic. Patients do 
not have time to wait and cancer can 
affect anyone. With patients’ needs 
at the center of our funding focus, 
our clinical cancer research funding 
program addresses projects that 
seek to prevent, detect and treat any 
cancer type. Our investigators are 
passionate and focused on creating 
better options to improve patients 
quality of life and survivorship. 

We support novel, highly 
promising clinical trials and transla-
tional research with a high potential 
to improve patients’ survival and 
quality of life within 3 years or less. 
Approved studies must be activated 
within 6 months of official award 
notification.

To support patient-centered research and  
advance the discovery process for novel  
strategies and pioneering treatments that can bring 
about imminent, novel and wholesome options  
for patients worldwide today.

R T F C C R :  O U R  M I S S I O N
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– * –

RTFCCR GRANTS SUMMARY OVERVIEW 
2011 – 2015

2 0 1 2  J U N

We established a 
collaboration with 
Gateway for Cancer 
Research, a U.S. non-profit 
organization focused on 
funding patient-centered 
cancer research.

We funded our first  
research grant. 
(Integrative  
Oncology Intervention  
Program led by Dr. Cohen  
at  MD Anderson)

2 0 1 1  S E P

We inaugurated our  
first joint collaborative 
cancer research grant  
with SAKK, the Swiss 
Group for Cancer 
Research and Gateway. 

2 0 1 2  N O V              

We established our first 
collaborative grant with 
CureSearch for Children’s 
Cancer, a U.S. national 
non-profit foundation, 
to provide $2 million in 
grant awards to advance 
pediatric cancer research.

2 0 1 4  A U G

2 0 1 3  D E C

We partnered with the 
Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network (PanCAN),  
a national organization in 
the United States to fund 
$1 million to accelerate 
clinical research for 
pancreatic cancer.
          

2 0 1 5  M A R 
We joined forces with 
Press On Fund, a U.S. 
Foundation started by 
two parents after their 
son was diagnosed with 
high-risk neuroblastoma, 
to fund a clinical trial for 
new approaches to  
neuroblastoma therapy.  

2 0 1 0  N O V
Rising Tide Foundation for  
Clinical Cancer Research 
was established in 
Switzerland to advance 
and accelerate novel 
treatments to help cancer 
patients improve their 
quality of life and win the 
fight against cancer. 

To-date, we have 
approved funding for a 
total of 19 cancer research 
projects in the United 
States, Switzerland, 
Canada, Israel and El 
Salvador. 

2 0 1 5  J U L           

M A J O R  M I L E L S T O N E S
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Switzerland

2013, Kantonspital St. Gallen
2013, University of Basel
2013, Centre Hospitalier 
Universitaire Vaudois
2012, University Hospital Geneva

RTFCCR GRANTS SUMMARY 2011 – 2015

Israel

2015, Tel Aviv University 

TBD (Winners have not  
been announced yet)
–  Call for RTFCCR/CureSearch  

International Pediatric Cancer 
Research Fund 

–  Call for RTFCCR/SAKK/Gateway 
Cancer Research Fund

F U N D E D  P R O J E C T S  B Y  C O U N T R Y

1

4

2

Canada

2014, 
University of 
Montreal

1
1

United States

2015, City of Hope
2015, University of Pennsylvania
2015, Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles
2014 & 2011, MD Anderson
2014, Mayo Clinic
2014, Washington University
2014, University of Texas 
Medical Center
2014, John Hopkins University
2014, UCSF

10

El Salvador

2015, Basic Health 
International

19
FUNDED CANCER 

RESEARCH PROJECTS  
2011 – 2015* 

*MAY
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CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: DR. DAVID BOOTHMAN

Historically, pancreatic ductal adenocar-
cinoma cancer (PDAC) has been under-
studied and underfunded. Yet, it is the 
fourth leading cause of cancer death in 

the United States with the lowest five-year survival 
rate of less than 6 percent, and is projected  
to become the second leading cause of cancer- 
related death by 2020. 

Rising Tide Foundation for Clinical Cancer 
Research (RTFCCR) formed a partnership in late 
2013 with the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 
(panCAN), a nonprofit organization of impeccable 
reputation in the United States in terms of 
research, advocacy and patient support services. 
We created a joint RFP (request for proposal) to 
identify the highest quality research project with 
favorable patient impact for this deadly and 
hard-to-treat cancer. 

A radical approach
Following a stringent evaluation by an international 
panel of scientific experts, Dr. Boothman’s project 
“Exploiting an NQO1 `Kiss of Death’ for Pancreatic 
Cancer Therapy” was chosen as the winning 
proposal in May 2014 out of 11 other applicants.  
Over a three-year period, Dr. Boothman, Ph.D., 
Professor and Associate Director for Translational 
Research in pharmacology at the Simmons 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center (UTSW), will inves-
tigate a radical new approach to treat complex 
pancreatic cancer. 

 With this grant, Dr. Boothman, his 
co-Principal Investigators, Drs. Shaalan Beg (UTSW) 
and Daniel Laheru (Johns Hopkins University) and 
his team will continue their earlier research,  
where they had identified a protein called NQO1, 

DR. DAVID BOOTHMAN:
“EXPLOITING AN NQO1 
‘KISS OF DEATH’ FOR PANCREATIC  
CANCER THERAPY”

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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About Dr. David 
Boothman
Dr. Boothman received his 
PhD from the Department of 
Microbiology at the 
University of Miami. After a 
post-doctoral fellowship at 
the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Harvard, in the lab 
of Dr. Arthur B. Pardee, he 
joined the Department of 
Radiation Oncology, 

University of Michigan, as an Assistant Professor. 
In 1993, he moved to the Department of Human 
Oncology at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
and was promoted from Assistant to Associate 
Professor, with tenure. In 1998, he became 
Professor of Pharmacology and Radiation 
Oncology, Case Western Reserve University, where 
he served as Associate Director for Basic Science. 
Currently, Dr. Boothman is the Robert B. and 
Virginia Payne Professor of Oncology and 
Pharmacology, and Associate Director for 
Translational Research, Simmons Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, UT Southwestern at Dallas. He also 
co-directs the Experimental Therapeutics Program 
and “Program in Cell Stress and Cancer 
Nanomedicine.” His laboratory focuses on 
understanding cellular stress responses that 
promote cancer and resist treatment, and 
explores the roles of DNA damage and repair that 
alter metabolism and the tumor 
microenvironment. 

CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: DR. DAVID BOOTHMAN

which is dramatically overexpressed in nearly all 
(more than 90%)  pancreatic cancer cells 
compared to normal, healthy cells and tissue. 
 Dr. Boothman’s novel treatment strategy 
involves exploiting the NQ01 expression to 
metabolize the novel, investigational drug ARQ761, 
which leads to accumulation of hydrogen peroxide 
specifically in cancer cells. Excess hydrogen 
peroxide hyperactivates the DNA repair enzyme, 
PARP1, causing cancer cell death. Preliminary 
evidence has shown that the drug ARQ761 is 
particularly effective if administered in combination 
with the current standard of care therapy, 
Abraxane and Gemcitabine. 

Synergized collaboration
A truly collaborative effort between different  
teams and organizations, which includes 
laboratory work (clinical molecular imaging) and 
clinical trial testing of Dr. Boothman’s novel 
strategy, this important study would not have been 
possible without the coalition between RTFCCR 
and panCAN. 

“We aim to conduct a phase Ib clinical trial to 
determine the safety, ideal timing and dosing of 
combining ARQ761 with current standard of care 
(Gemcitabine + Abraxane). While the goal of the 
clinical trial is safety, we have incorporated 
numerous biomarker analyses to uncover clues to 
predict which patients would respond best to  
this treatment regimen, as well as to help 
determine whether a patient currently under 
treatment is responding well,” said Dr. Boothman. 

Our commitment
RTFCCR is enthusiastic about the prospects of this 
trial, which upon successful completion, could 
potentially pave the way to treat pancreatic cancer 
more effectively by informing patients and their 
doctors about who can be treated effectively   
with this novel combination treatment and spare 
patients that will not react to the treatment.

About the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network 
Founded in 1999, the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network 
(panCAN) is one of the most 
forward-thinking  501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit organization in the 
United States, focused on 
bringing hope in a 
comprehensive way to 
pancreatic cancer patients 
through research, patient 
support, community outreach 
and advocacy for a cure. Since 
2003, the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network has awarded 
123 grants, totaling more than 
$28 million in funding.

DR. DAVID  
BOOTHMAN

“ We want to develop a rapid, 
noninvasive imaging-based technology 
to observe the function of our novel 
NQO1 bioactivatable drug in efficacious 
function against pancreatic cancer. We 
are developing a reagent that will signal 
when the drug is biochemically affecting 
the tumor, while not reacting with 
normal tissue. ”  –– Dr. Boothman
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This important clinical trial has now been 
activated in 11 hospitals in Switzerland. When 
asked to name the greatest impact from this 
funded program to-date, Dr. Driessen said, 
“Patients with resistant refraltory multiple myeloma 
were provided with the combination active 

treatment, of which we were able to demonstrate 
activity of Nelfinavir with proteasome inhibitor 
drug, Bortezomib. This provides a proof of concept 
that (old) HIV drugs like Nelfinavir, may  
be repurposed as (new) anticancer drugs.” 
 Should the phase II study prove positive and 
meet its primary objective to demonstrate activity, 
Prof. Dr. Driessen aims to advance the therapy 
towards regulatory approval, which will  
ultimately, lead to the creation of a cost-effective 
treatment option for myeloma patients with  
no alternative therapy option.

CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH GRANT RECIPIENT: PROF. DR. CHRISTOPH DRIESSEN

PROF. DR. CHRISTOPH DRIESSEN: 
POISED TO FIND BETTER,  
COST-EFFECTIVE THERAPIES FOR  
HIS PATIENTS

PROF. DR. 
CHRISTOPH  
DRIESSEN

Multiple myeloma (MM) is the most 
common form of blood cancer.  
With current treatment, the median 
survival is 4 – 7 years for patients,  

and cure is rarely being achieved. In cases that end 
in death, typically, the disease has developed resis-
tance against current antimyeloma drugs, including 
Bortezomib, a proteasome inhibitor considered 
the major backbone of current MM therapy.  
 For patients with bortezomib-refractory 
myeloma, the average life expectancy is only  
9 months. While the prognosis and survival rates  
for multiple myeloma have improved over the 
years due to research, more studies need to  
be done to overcome patients’ resistance against 
current anti-myeloma agents. In Switzerland,  
there is currently no active therapy approved  
for drug-resistant myeloma.

Winner of our inaugural joint RTFCCR/ 
SAKK/Gateway Cancer Research Grant in 2013, 
Prof. Dr. Christoph Driessen’s proposal was 
selected out of 13 grant applications for its novelty 
and potential impact to patients. This phase II trial 
uses Nelfinavir, an approved, well-known oral drug 
that has been used for decades to treat HIV in  
industrialized as well as developing countries, to 
treat patients with advanced multiple myeloma 
that had no other options left.

This study is based off his basic science and 
preclinical laboratory work that was followed by  
a phase I clinical trial, which demonstrated that  
the addition of the drug Nelfinavir to Bortezomib 
can re-sensitize drug-resistant myeloma in a 
significant fraction of patients.

“This phase II study would not have  
been possible without Rising Tide 
Foundation for Clinical Cancer Research. 
Simply for the lack of commercial interest, 
the scientific concept that has treated 
myeloma patients in phase I very 
successfully would not have been moved 
to phase II, and would otherwise have 
been abandoned.” –– Prof. Dr. Driessen

GRANT RECIPIENT FEATURE STORY
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As we enter into our third-year of collabo-
rative RFP grant to support clinical cancer research 
in Switzerland and Europe with one of our key 
partners, we invite Prof. Dr. Beat Thürlimann, 
President of SAKK, and Head of the Breast Cancer 
Center at Cantonal Hospital St. Gallen to share  
his insights on this significant collaboration and his 
vision for the next years.

RTF: How did the collaboration between SAKK 
and our Foundation came about?
Prof. Thürlimann: I first learned about RTFCCR 
from our team at the SAKK Coordinating Center. 
We received an invitation to visit the office in 
Schaffhausen. After the visit, I was impressed with 
your team’s professionalism and the driving spirit 
to create new research relations in Switzerland 
and other countries in Europe. We saw the 
opportunity to establish a strategic research 
relationship with a strong partner. 

RTF: How did this collaboration align with  
SAKK and RTFCCR’s mission?
Prof. Thürlimann: SAKK is the key organisation  
for clinical cancer research in Switzerland and can 

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE: SAKK

MAKING STRIDES
IN CANCER RESEARCH WITH SAKK

Under the lead of Rising Tide Foundation 
for Clinical Cancer Research (RTFCCR), 
SAKK (Swiss Group for Clinical Cancer 
Research) and Gateway for Cancer 

ResearchSM (Gateway) came together in 2011 to 
form a strategic partnership with the aim to accel-
erate innovative and practice relevant oncology 
research that may lead to more potent, less toxic 
and potentially life-saving treatment options for 
cancer patients. 

Our three organizations invested equal  
amounts of money and set out bold ambitious to 
stimulate research in the most critical topics in 
cancer research identified by a panel of scientific 
experts. An invitation was extended to the  
medical community across Europe to address 
these topics by way of a competitive grant/request 
for proposals (RFP). 

Since the program’s inception three years 
ago, we have received 49 high quality applications 
and supported four promising clinical trials in  
2013 and 2014. This year, we identified five critical 
topics and plan on awarding one grant for each  
 of the five topics. The winners will be announced 
in November 2015. 

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE STORY
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offer an international interdisciplinary network, 
comprising major cancer treatment hospitals and 
our professional coordinating center, which 
provides all necessary operational services for top 
quality cancer research and responsible, speedy 
patient accrual. Like RTFCCR, SAKK is very much 
focused on patient relevant outcomes because our 
network’s activity is driven by the same cancer 
experts who are treating patients every day. The 
fact that our joint fund supports non-commercial 
research focused on direct patient outcome  

is of significant value as such research meets the 
greatest need for our patients, which would 
otherwise not be funded by big pharma 
companies.

RTF: What do you consider to be the most  
significant support from our Foundation that 
has helped shape and progress activities  
resulting from the collaborative RFPs?
Prof. Thürlimann: The continuous lead and 
perseverance of Eveline Mumenthaler [Director of 
Foundations] has really helped foster and progress 
our partnership. She facilitated the communica-
tions between two different organisations with 
distinct cultural backgrounds that shared a 
common goal to offer the best possible cancer 
treatments for patients. On this basis, we were 
able to successfully initiate several research 
projects, such as the grant award in 2014 to Prof. 
Dr. Radek Skoda and his research team at the 
University Hospital Basel for a research project 
focused on the development of a novel treatment 
option for patients suffering from bone marrow 
cancer without therapy alternatives.

MISSION PARTNER FEATURE: SAKK

About Gateway for 
Cancer ResearchSM

Gateway for Cancer 
Research is a nonprofit 
501 (c)(3) organization 
committed to funding 
innovative cancer 
research studies that 
can help today’s cancer 
patients feel better,  
live longer or be cured. 
Since 1991 Gateway 
has supported more 
than 120 clinical trials 
and funded millions in 
leading-edge research, 
including blending the 
best of conventional 
and complementary/
alternative therapies. 

About SAKK
The Swiss Group for 
Clinical Cancer 
Research (SAKK) has 
committed itself to 
conducting clinical 
cancer trials as a 
non-profit organization 
since 1965. Located in 
Switzerland, it 
collaborates with major 
cancer hospitals in 
Switzerland and across 
Europe. Its major goal is 
to investigate new 
cancer therapies and to 
improve existing tumor 
treatments in order  
to cure the disease or 
to prolong survival and 
improve life quality of 
patients suffering from 
cancer. SAKK is 
currently in more than 
100 clinical trials 
actively engaged.

“ I learned that the success in framing 
this program came from the dynamic 
exchange of ideas, which needed time 
and open communication between  
our organizations. Strategic thinking that 
results in a strategic partnership is 
critical to bringing about a bigger impact 
for patients. This is exactly what we  
have achieved today. Both RTFCCR and 
SAKK can be proud of this  
achievement.”–– Prof. Thürlimann

“ My vision is for us to continue our overt 
partnership and extend our activities, 
such that RTFCCR may in future, support 
research programs in addition to 
individual projects. As new research 
subjects and methodologies are entering 
the field in a rapidly changing 
environment, both our organizations  
will need to successfully adapt to  
this change while maintaining patients’ 
needs in focus.”  –– Prof. Thürlimann
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RTFCCR ACTIVE GRANTS

– * –

A C T I V E  G R A N T S

CENTRE HOSPITALIER  
UNIVERSITAIRE VAUDOIS
Combination treatment with carboplatin/
paclitaxel and copper chelator in patients 
with advanced solid tumors

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY
Novel use of antibiotics to treat colorectal 
cancer

 UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL GENEVA
Multi-peptide vaccine for glioblastoma

MD ANDERSON
Comprehensive Integrative Oncology Trial

MAYO CLINIC
Phase 2 clinical trial treating patients  
with recurrent/refractory multiple myeloma 
with measles virus-NIS

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
A P1b randomized clinical trial to evaluate 
safety and immune response to a 
mammaglobin-A DNA vaccine in breast 
cancer patients undergoing neoadjuvant 
endocrine therapy

 UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER 
Exploiting an NQO1 `Kiss of death’ for 
Pancreatic Cancer Therapy

JOHN HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
Epigenetic therapy to sensitize patients 
with advanced NSCLC to chemotherapy 
and immunotherapy targeting reversal  
of immune tolerance

KANTONSPITAL ST. GALLEN
Study of novel antimyleoma agent and  
HIV drug

UNIVERSITY OF BASEL
Phase II study to test the effects of beta-
3-sympathicomimetic agonists on the 
disease course and mutant allele burden in 
patients with myeloproliferative neoplasms

BASIC HEALTH INTERNATIONAL
Cervical cancer screening with  
self-collection: increasing coverage, 
decreasing mortality

CITY OF HOPE
A Phase I/II Trial of 8-Chloro-adenosine 
in Relapsed or Refractory Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Radiation and immune checkpoint 
blockade from mechanism to patient

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL LOS ANGELES
NANT-Precision (New Approaches to 
Neuroblastoma Therapy) Consortium’s 
Precision Clinical Trial

MD ANDERSON
Neurofeedback as a treatment  
for chemotherapy-induced peripheral 
neuropathy (CIPN)
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CureSearch for Children’s Cancer
www.curesearch.org

Gateway for Cancer Research
www.gatewaycr.org/

Krebsforschung Schweiz
www.krebsforschung.ch 

Krebsliga Schweiz
www.kresbliga.ch

Melanoma Research Alliance
www.curemelanoma.org

Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (PanCAN)
www.pancan.org

Press On
www.pressonfund.org

Swiss Group for Clinical Cancer Research 
(SAKK)
www.sakk.ch

Weizmann Institute
http://www.weizmann.ac.il/

MISSION PARTNERS & ALLIANCES
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